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Happy New Year:

Wishing you a Happy and fruitful New Year filled with
Gods Blessings.

“Lord, thank You for carrying us through the past
year. Even when we didn’t understand, you remained
faithful. We enter this New Year with gratitude, not
fear.”

GCM has started the new year, with covid, pleurisy,
sciatica and chest infections. Not a great start and we
have had to limit some of our services, but we will
struggle on.

What will the new year bring? We will continue to
support and love our Homeless Family, pray for them.
Our aim is to lead more to Our Father gently planting
tiny seeds, watering and nurturing through love and
prayer. We have had and saw amazing breakthrough
last year.

2025 has seen our Recovery world grow from
strength to strength. We run a bespoke Recovery
service and we have had Via (drugs and alcohol
services) sit in and observe group sessions and have
learnt from us there are different ways to do recovery.
We start a new group this week “Beyond The Habit”,
we will give you more information as the group
develops NA continue to hold a meeting once a week,
AA now hold a monthly meeting, and Via hold a
weekly drop in session.

We have seen a faith community grow within the
recovery world, supporting each other to attend
church and small groups.
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They have become committed volunteers giving them
purpose, meaning and a reason to get up. When we
have focus and commitment in our lives, we can make
changes to how we live, and with the appropriate
support and love we see those changes happening.
Imagine seeing someone homeless, intrenched in
addiction, fearful that they will die, to walking into GCM
to volunteer in our Homeless Day Provision, (wanting to
give back), joining recovery groups and then becoming
a paid member of staff, and to top it off watching their
Baptism. It doesn't get much better than that.

GCM Coffee Lounge starts the year promoting Jess to
Coffee Shop Supervisor, Kim becoming a paid member
of staff and Aaron beginning a 3 month trial ready to
step into Dan’s shoes. Dan will be leaving us in March.
Our amazing Gee will continue to volunteer on
Saturdays, Gem will be volunteering 2 afternoons a
week. They are excited to build this new team.
Wouldn't it be amazing to see Prayer, Praise and
Worship in the Coffee Shop once a week? Jess and
Kim have both been blessed with beautiful singing
voices we just need a guitarist, could you be that
person?

If your interested please contact:

Our Street Teams are out in the city 5 times a week
They are the face of GCM which in itself is a huge
responsibility. Gods promises are always available and
we now have them translated into Polish, our Polish
community are very grateful for this. Our Street Teams
are vital to GCM to support those who have slipped
through the net, usually sending Nathan into a manic
sprint around the city looking for them.



Volunteers: New cosmetics:

I know | say this most months, but its |mportant our When our lovely ladies are given accommodation they
volunteers know how much we appreciate them. Have ein 1o take pride in their appearance. Some start to

have a few hours to spare we have opportunities: blessed them with skin care perfume and cosmetics.
- Street Teams. Sometimes they are quite emotional believing they are
« Homeless Day Provision. not worthy, we want to encourage self love. Do you

- Handy Person. _ Unfortunately our stocks are running low.
« Laundry/Tidying/Cleaning. . At the moment our Toiletry store is over flowing the only
Please contact: | item we are low in stock of is SHAMPOO.

Donation Organisation have any unwanted christmas gifts.
Baking/Cooking.
¢

Please remember we can not accept
| duvets, bedding and towels. We have
“5 limited space to store household items

Street Teams

Donations:

Christmas seems so far away now, we were so blessed and are unable to accept at the moment.

and our store cupboards are well stocked. What is so %
lovely is that our treat cupboard is still overflowing and

filled with coke, chocolate, shortbread, biscuits, crisps,

and sweets. Nath says when the treats go out on the cﬁbbé@ 757

table there is a look of joy on their faces. They are
always grateful for their hot meal (they tell us its the I tell you that in the same way there will
best in Gloucester) but the added bonus of what we all  pe more rejoicing in heaven over one
tgke for granted is humbling. With ypur gengrosﬂy we sinner who repents than over ninety-
will be able to bless our Street Family for quite some . .

nine righteous persons who do not need

time.
A huge thank you to everyone for blessing GCM. torepent.
Just one of those weeks:

What we need is:
« Sugar
« Long life milk
« Laundry tablets
« Washing up liquid
« Mayonnaise
« Lemon Curd
 Dried Fruit
« Vegetable Oil
« Stock Cubes

What a week we are having here at GCM. On Monday
we had to evacuate the building due to a Gas leak and
our supply being turned off. We have had to hire 2
industrial heaters, taken to wearing gloves in the office
and drinking lots of hot drinks. Luckily we have electric
showers so our street family can still come in and have
a hot shower.

Staff and volunteers have had trauma training. What
did come out of the training was that we are without

Clothes Donation: knowing it, responding to trauma appropriately.
When donating clothes please be mindful that most of

our homeless family are of the younger generation and \\/e have Nelson Trust Work Force Development
a bit choosy, and rightly so. We would not wear clothes Students in. They are shadowing Nath in the Homeless
we do not like, its all about dignity. What our males Day Provision, out with the Street Teams, and sorting
really want are Joggers and hoodies, in sizes small and and organising of donations. Most with lived experience
medium, warm waterproof coats, sizes medium and of drug and alcohol addiction and Homelessness.

large and trainers sizes 9-11 in a good clean condition.

Our females need legging in sizes small and medium, &W
warm waterproof coats sizes 12 and 14 and trainers in

a good clean condition, sizes 4 and 5.



https://dailyverses.net/luke/15/7

Matthew 6:5

God cares more about your heart than your eloquence. Fancy words or public
displays aren't necessary. Pray authentically, humbly, and from the heart.

When we pray, we invite God'’s strength into our lives, fuelling our desire to act according to His ways

Prayer:
Throughout this month please join us in Prayer:

e Our Street family: help them to seek and
accept the support they need to find the
appropriate accommodation and encourage
them to take responsibility.

* For those suffering with illness for speedy
recovery.

* Alpha has began throughout the city, prayers
for Church leaders, hosts, prayer teams, those
serving and those ATTENDING.

* The 16 GCM Volunteers, Staff and those using
our services who have all joined Alpha.

* GCM Coffee Lounge and Staff Team.

* Our City Centre, struggling business’s and the
University.

* For those in Recovery stepping out of their
comfort zone, learning new life skills and joining
new groups.

* GCM Staff.

 Those providing SWEP (severe weather
emergency protocol)

Those from GCM who were Baptised on
28" December.

Those who suffered a loss over
Christmas.

Our Food Banks who will be busy giving
food parcels to those in need, and also
receiving the Christmas overflow of
donations.

HOPE

GCM as we enter a new year that we see
more people coming to faith, that those
mustard seed will be watered, nourished
and grow.

Our volunteers.

Dear Father God,

Today, we humbly bow our heads in 9rmlhtude for the boundless
love that surrounds us. Your love, the love of friends and fami/y,

ano/ H)e /0V€ 7%07‘ 7[1//8 our hear*s - I7L isa *reasure be_(jona/

measure. In moments of doubt love is our guia/in_g /l_gH remina/in_g
us of your presence. May we or/wa_(js be a vessel of love, sharing

it with the uuor/a/,]usf as You have gmciouslg shared it with us.

Amen.

‘ ' The GCM Team

Louise Mackenzie - General Manager louise@gloscitymission.org.uk
Nathan Casey - GCM Day Provision Manager nathan@gloscitymission.org.uk
Gemma Harrison - Executive Assistant gemma@gloscitymission.org.uk

James Bentley - Recovery Lead james@gloscitymission.org.uk
Rebecca Braisby - Finance Assistant bec@gloscitymission.org.uk
Nicole Greenaway - GCM Day Provision Assistant
Alice Armstrong - Cleaner
Maisie Mackenzie - GCM Coffee Lounge Manager
Jess - GCM Coffee Supervisor.
Kim - GCM Coffee Lounge Assistant.
Dan Knight - GCM Coffee Lounge Assistant.
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Morrisons

Since 1899

T
HSBC

COVENTRY ‘ M Chosen Hill
Building Society Rugby Club

- Linda Virgoe - -
T4 Have you supported Dance Stud

250MILE GCM?
0 Haveyougiven your time,
I donation of clothing, food Rember these two lovely young ladies from last

or toiletries? month who filled our freezers, well just before
Are you a prayer Christmas mum contacted me to say they had
warrior? another £341.40.
Follow and share our This was raised by Linda Virgoe Dance Studio
‘Thank you Becky Facebook page? where they attend. Their teacher was so proud of
Looked at our ' them she wanted to get involved. Samantha and
new website? Francesca went off to Primark and help stock us up
v : n}j rs, hoodies and leggings.
@ sy, Fundraised? on joggers, hoo gging
& ® undraised? . .
7 _Clewee%  Ifthe answer to any of theseis YES ~ Thankyoutoallinvolved.
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WWW. gloscnymlssmn org
Also click and follow us on

Main Address - Gloucester City Mission, 72 Eastgate Street,
Gloucester GL1 1QN
Registered Charity Number 1115780, Company Number 5830147
info@gloscitymission.org.uk 01452 529310


http://www.gloscitymission.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/gloscitymission
http://www.instagram.com/gloscitymission
http://www.linkedin.com/gloscitymission

